
NIH APPLICATIONS, PROPOSALS, AND PROGRESS REPORTS 
 
Reminder the NIH Public Access Policy (http://publicaccess.nih.gov/) is now mandatory. 
As of May 25, 2008, NIH applications, proposals, and progress reports must include the 
PubMed Central reference number when citing a paper that falls under the policy and is authored 
or co-authored by the investigator, or arose from the investigator’s NIH award. This policy 
includes applications submitted to the NIH for the May 25, 2008 due date and subsequent 
due dates. This is pertinent to the following sections of applications: Bibliography and 
References Cited, Biographical Sketch (B. Selected peer-reviewed publications or manuscripts 
in press) and to Progress Reports (E. Publications). 
 
When citing articles that fall under the Public Access Policy, were authored or co-authored by 
the applicant and arose from NIH support, provide the NIH Manuscript Submission reference 
number (e.g., NIHMS97531) or the Pubmed Central (PMC) reference number (e.g., 
PMCID234567) for each article. If the PMCID is not yet available because the Journal submits 
articles directly to PMC on behalf of their authors, indicate “PMC Journal – In Process” A list 
of these journals is posted at: http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm. 
Citations that are not covered by the Public Access Policy, but are publicly available in a free, 
online format may include URLs or PMCID numbers along with the full reference (note that 
copies of publicly available publications are not accepted as appendix material) 
 
 
NIH Application Guides and Instructions are available at: 
 
The Grants.gov Application Guide SF424 (R&R) - Version 2: 
 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/index.htm 
 
Non-Competing Continuation Progress Report (PHS 2590 Revised 11/2007) Instructions:  
 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/2590/2590.htm 
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